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Council offers its support to Sevenoaks Town Football Club 
for its ambitious new Pavilion proposals

Sevenoaks Town Football Club has submitted 
ambitious plans for a new pavilion at Greatness 
Recreation Ground. The Planning Application is 
progressing through its normal statutory route.

Sevenoaks Town Council has been asked to 
consider the proposals in its position as owner of 
the Greatness Recreation Ground and as landlord 
of the Sevenoaks Town Football Club who lease 
the football pitch area from them.

 Sevenoaks Town Council has a long-standing 
priority to support proposals for a new pavilion 
which in turn would release the current pavilion 
building back to the Town Council for alternative 
community use.

Town Councillors reviewed the proposals 
for the new pavilion and agreed to support 
these concluding that it would have a positive 
contribution for the Greatness Recreation Ground 
and surrounding area.

The Town Council also agreed to meet with 
Stakeholders and review its current Greatness 
Recreation Ground Management Plan to take into 
account the Football Club proposals and other 
proposals for the local area.

Cllr Nicholas Busvine OBE Mayor of Sevenoaks 
said “The STFC is a fantastic success story - not 
just for the results it achieves, but also for the 
sheer level of community involvement the club 
generates. The Town Council is proud to support 
the new pavilion project.”

Paul Lansdale, Chairman of Sevenoaks Town 
Football Club said: “I hope the proposals will 
gain wider support from the local community 
and beyond as he explained the benefits a new 
pavilion would deliver. We are thrilled our plans 
have the support of Sevenoaks Town Council. 
This proposed addition to our facility would 
enhance the experience for all 64 of our football 
teams including over 1000 players, their coaches, 
parents, and supporters. 

Our club proudly provides opportunity for boys 
and girls, men and women of all ages and abilities 
to play football and enjoy the mental health and 
social benefits of being physically active. 

The proposals also enable us to increase our 
reach and accessibility within the local community, 
making the park an even greater open space for 
people to enjoy – whether they like football or not.”

EST. 1999
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM NOW.

THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER 
EXPERTS.

FAMILY RUNBUSINESS

AVERAGE SCORE 

BEFORE

UP TO 50% LESS THAN A  
NEW FULLY FITTED KITCHEN
by simply replacing the doors and worktops

• From simple door
replacements to
complete fitted kitchens

• Fully installed by local
professionals in just a few
days

• Choose from a large
selection of doors,
worktops and appliances

VViissiitt  OOuurr  SShhoowwrroooomm
4400  GGrroossvveennoorr  RRooaadd

TTuunnbbrriiddggee  WWeellllss

TTNN11  22AASS

CCaallll  uuss  nnooww  ffoorr  aa  ffrreeee  
eessttiimmaattee::

0011889922  445588  003399
wwwwww..ddrreeaammddoooorrss..  
ccoo..uukk
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Council Tax rate set to support District's recovery

Last night Sevenoaks District Council passed 
the final part of their budget setting process, 
with unanimous, cross party support.

In November 2020, the Council gave support for 
a 10-year balanced budget that showed savings, 
the protection of frontline services and future 
investment returns. It also made assumptions 
regarding council tax levels that could not be set 
at that time. Putting most of the budget in place 
early reduced the overall pressure on the Council’s 
finances by almost £100,000. 

Cllr Peter Fleming, Leader of the Council, says, 
“The last year has seen a huge impact on many 
people’s lives across the District. We have seen 
increased numbers of households coming to the 
Council for help alongside supporting our local 
businesses throughout the pandemic.

“The Council has not been immune to the impacts 
of Covid-19 and over the last year the pandemic 
has cost the Council approaching £5m in 
increased costs and lost income. The government 
has provided significant funding, however we have 

had to find in excess of £300,000 of unfunded 
Covid-19 related costs.

“We are making savings and delivering additional 
income totalling £1m without impacting the frontline 
services we provide to the Districts residents. 

We believe more than ever that we need to 
be ready to help and support individuals, 
communities and the local economy as we come 
out of the pandemic and start to look at the 
District’s recovery.

“In light of the above we are proposing a very 
limited Council Tax increase, recognising the 
impacts of the pandemic, that equates for the 
average household to a little under £5 a year 
or 10p a week, this will allow us to continue 
our work in support of residents, businesses 
and the communities we serve through hugely 
uncertain times.”

Sevenoaks District Council set its budget in 
November 2020 and agreed its share of the 
Council Tax at yesterday’s Council meeting 
on 23rd February 2021. 

Council Tackle Empty Homes

Homeowners and landlords were reminded of the 
benefits of bringing their empty properties back 
into use as part of National Empty Homes Week 
in February.

In an attempt to help empty homeowners potentially 
save thousands of pounds, and improve communities 
affected by empty properties, Sevenoaks District 
Council backed the national campaign, which started 
from Monday 15th February.

Empty homes can attract vandalism, fly-tipping and 
other acts of criminal activity. These problems can 
often be detrimental to adjoining nearby properties. 
Neglected properties can cause decreased property 
values and can discourage investment to the local area.

The Council is working as part of the ‘No Use Empty’ 
(NUE) scheme run by Kent County Council. Since the 
launch of the scheme, over 6,000 properties in Kent 
have been brought back into use and over £32 million 
has been given in financial support across Kent.

Subject to certain qualifying criteria, homeowners are 
able to apply for loan assistance of up to £25,000 per 
property to carry out renovation and reconstruction 
work in order to bring an empty property back into use.

Cabinet Member for Housing and Health, 
Cllr Kevin Maskell says: “It’s difficult to understand 
why some properties are left empty for long periods of 
time, often getting into a state of disrepair when they 
could be providing an income to their owner and much 
needed accommodation to people living in the District.

“We are encouraging anyone with an empty property 
to get in touch and see how we can help.”

If you have an empty property and would like to know 
more about your options, email  
empty.homes@sevenoaks.gov.uk  
or call 01732 227000.

Find out more about the scheme  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/emptyhomes
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Want the 
best lawn ever?

Prices from

per treatment
£15*

As pioneers in British lawn care, we are the UK’s largest 
and most recommended provider with millions of 
treatments taking place across the UK every year. 
With over 30 years of experience, you can rely on us to 
provide your lawn with the very best care.

Who are GreenThumb:

For a FREE lawn analysis 
call 01732 760862 or email sevenoaks@greenthumb.co.uk *Based on a lawn size up to 40m²

greenthumb.co.uk

Our lawn experts apply bespoke, seasonal treatments 
to keep your lawn continually nourished and weed free. 
Whatever the size or condition, we ensure that every lawn 
receives the love and attention it deserves.
Find out more and visit greenthumb.co.uk/treatments

What we do:

Sevenoaks RSPB

Reg Oakley of the local RSPB group provides 
an update on upcoming events:

With hopefully the end of the covid restrictions in 
sight, the Sevenoaks Local group has finalised 
details of it’s programme of highly appreciated 
zoom presentations with the following:-

Thursday May 6th 7:15pm for 7:30 start: We go 
to Yorkshire to explore the Bempton Cliffs Filey 
Bay, a Seabird Nirvana. A presentation by 
Mark Pearson who has extensive knowledge of 
the area.

Thursday June 3rd 7:15pm for 7:30 start, brings 
us to the final of our planned zoom presentations. 
Alastair McKee is bringing us an Osprey in a 
Shopping Bag. A cryptic title for a presentation 
looking how the glorious Osprey has returned from 
extinction in the UK and details of it’s recovery 
in Cumbria. 

The remaining question is where is the 
shopping bag?

These zoom presentations are free, but we do 
appreciate donations, you will be advised on 
how to donate when you apply to join the zoom 
meetings at 7oaksrspb@gmail.com . 

We remain optimistic that in the Autumn we will 
resume a programme of normal meetings and field 
trips. Details will be forthcoming nearer the time. 

In the meantime you can communicate with local 
bird enthusiasts at  
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
RSPBSevenoaks/announcements.
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We cover all aspects of Home Automation and 
Audio Visual installation, upgrades and repairs

Contact Jason Allen on 07595 039586
homeworksavltd@gmail.com

www.homeworksavltd.com

• TV Aerial Installation • SKY Installation
• Alarms • CCTV • Door Entry Systems
• Electrical Work • Home Automation
• Rako Specialists • Lutron Specialists 
• SKYQ Installations • SONOS Installations
• Aerial Installers • CCTV Installation 
• WiFi Upgrade • WiFi Installation
• Audio Equipment Installation
• AV Company • Satellite Installation
• Home Cinema Installation
• TV Wall Mounting • Chandelier  
Installation • SKY HD • Fibre IRS  
Installations • Fibre Fusion  
Splicers • Fibre Networks  
• Control4 Installer  
• Savant Installer @homeworksav

Smart Home  
Solutions

Sevenoaks named as Britain's sixth leading retail destination

Sevenoaks has been ranked sixth best retail 
centre in a list of the top 1000 retail destinations 
in the UK by Retail Property Advisors Harper 
Dennis Hobbs (HDH). 

Sevenoaks has jumped up twenty-four places 
since the last Vitality List, despite restrictions and 
lockdowns due to the global pandemic. This is in 
part because of a shift in shopping habits, meaning 
consumers are more likely to support local shops 
and businesses.

The list judges the ‘retail health’ of a town by 
looking at different features, including the change in 
residents’ movement, vacancy rates, and suitability 
to local consumers’ demands. HDH then put together 
a list of the top 1,000 retail centres in the UK. 

Cabinet member for People and Places, Cllr Lesley 
Dyball, says, “The last year has been extremely 
difficult for town centre businesses, they have had 
to adapt very quickly to changing circumstances 
and learn how to operate differently. Sevenoaks’ 
independent businesses have stepped up to these 
challenges, providing new products and services, 
coupled with a safe place to shop. 

To be named sixth best retail centre in country is 
testament to how well our businesses have adjusted 
and how much residents want to support local retail.”

Cllr Dyball adds, “Despite the huge challenges 
of the last year we have seen new independent 
businesses open in Sevenoaks, with more to 
come. This is an exciting time for Sevenoaks 
and we are looking forward to all the shops and 
hospitality venues across our District reopening so 
our towns can continue thrive.”

The HDH Vitality List was published on 8 February 
2021.To find out more visit www.hdh.co.uk 
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Safer Internet Day Goes Online

Gatwick £75/£90

Heathrow £120/£135

City £112.50/£127.50

Ebbsfl eet £67.50/£67.50

Stansted £135/£150

Luton £180/£200

www.beelinetaxis.net

01732 456214

BEELINE TAXIS
SEVENOAKS (01732) 456214

•  Open 24 hours, 7 days a week
•  80 vehicles including 4,6 and 8 seaters
•  Premium car service available
•  Book by phone, web and our user friendly app
•  Airports, local and long distance work
•  Account customers are welcome
•  Contactless payments

Check out 
our 

  premium services

E: email@beelinetaxis.net

www.beelinetaxis.net

Find us on:
      Beeline Taxis Sevenoaks

Safer Internet Day took place on Tuesday 9th 
February and although it was a little different 
this year, twenty schools across the District 
still took part. 

Instead of the usual workshops organised by 
Sevenoaks District Council and the Sevenoaks 
District Community Safety Partnership, the schools 
took part in a day of online learning. 

The theme of this year’s event was the reliability of 
the internet and learning how to separate fact from 
fiction. The primary schools that took part learnt 
helpful tricks and tips to stay safe on the internet in 
a fun and engaging way.

The secondary schools’ presentation went through 
the reliability of influencers on social media 
and how to spot what they are selling. This was 
made in conjunction with Sevenoaks District 
Youth Assembly.

Throughout the day, the schools shared photos of 
their activities and their participation certificates on 
social media.

Cabinet Member for People and Places, 
Cllr Lesley Dyball says: 

“Helping young people to stay safe online is a 
priority for the Council. We were delighted that so 
many schools could take part. The internet has 
transformed our lives for the better, but we know 
there are potential risks.” 

“This year’s event was a fun way to help young 
people spot fake and misleading information 
online. This should stand them in good stead for 
many years to come.”
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TThheerrmmaallllyy  IInnssuullaatteedd  EElleeccttrriicc  GGaarraaggee  DDoooorrss
SSppeecciiaall  OOffffeerr::  OOnnllyy  ££999999 iinncc  VVAATT  aanndd  FFiittttiinngg

Call us on 0800 170 1180 to discuss and arrange a survey.
SSppaaccee  
SSaavviinngg

SSiimmppllee
ttoo  UUssee

EErrrroorr
FFrreeee

LLoottss  ooff
CCoolloouurrss

Based in Gravesham, RGS is
your local business. We use
quality doors and parts from
hand picked manufacturers.
Talk to the experts and have
your brand new door fitted
with the care and attention
it deserves. We offer many
colours and extras, such as
wall switches, safety options
and smart facilities.

Call us on:
0800 170 1180

wwwwww..rroolllleerrggaarraaggeessoolluuttiioonnss..ccoo..uukkwwwwww..rroolllleerrggaarraaggeessoolluuttiioonnss..ccoo..uukk

Offer for doors up to 2500mm wide, in white, with 2 remotes, 55mm slat, upgrades available.

*

*
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Businesses benefit from £33 million in grants

A year after the pandemic hit the UK, 
Sevenoaks District Council has distributed 
over £33 million in grants to in excess of  
5,000 local businesses in the District.

More recently, since the second lockdown in 
November, the Council has paid out over 3,000 
grants totalling around £7.4 million, with support 
set to continue in line with the Government’s 
roadmap for easing restrictions.

Cllr Matthew Dickins, the Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Finance and Investments, says, 
“Our District’s businesses are the beating heart 
of the area, providing employment, the goods 
and services we all need, and vibrancy to our 
high streets. This past year has been a period of 
unparalleled challenge for them and Sevenoaks 
District Council will continue to play its part by 
providing support as we count down the return 
to normality.”

Businesses who have not applied yet are being 
encouraged to contact the Council as soon as 

possible to see if they are eligible for the next 
payment cycle for grants. 

To find out more about current grants and 
eligibility, visit  
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/lockdownsupport



hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 1918 THE SEVENOAKS SIGNALTHE SEVENOAKS SIGNAL

TRAVEL UPDATE with Kent Travel Counsellor Steve Gostling

As the vaccine roll continues at a great pace 
in the UK, around the world the picture is more 
fragmented. Currently it’s looking like the safest 
bet for a 2021 holiday is to stay in the UK. 

What will a staycation mean for you in 2021?
It’s a chance to reunite with friends that we haven’t 
seen for over a year, catching up on the things 
we’ve missed as we enjoy the activities that we 
love in the UK’s finest settings.

It’s an opportunity to make memories with our 
loved ones. After so much time spent apart, we’re 
all eager to be together enjoying each other’s 
company whether that’s on a picturesque beach, 
in a lush green valley or in a private lodge or villa.

Rekindling our sense of adventure, more and 
more people have expressed their desire to 
reconnect with the great outdoors, getting out into 
the wilderness and feeling the regenerative power 
of nature.

Some long overdue alone time after months of 
home-schooling have left many parents in need 
of a short break to enjoy one another’s company 
without distraction. Whether it’s with a stay in one 
the UK’s finest spas, a foodie break at a Michelin-
starred country hotel, or simply retreating to a 
private little hideaway on the coast, I can create 
your romantic couple’s getaway to give you that 
alone time that you deserve this year. 

Types of UK holiday to consider, bookable 
through me.

Hotels, B&B’s, Boutique properties

Cottages, Log Cabins, Beach Huts, Barn 
Conversions, Tree Houses, Safari Lodges

Holiday Parks, Caravans, Lodges, Cabins

Glamping, Campervans

Boating, Norfolk Broads, Canals, Scottish Lochs

Hiking/Walking, Biking, Fishing

Rail Tours, Coach Tours

Days Out, Short Breaks

Feel free to contact me anytime to have a chat 
about your UK staycation.

Relaxing at Shell Beach, Herm, Channel Islands

Hot Tub Heaven in Pembrokeshire and Hogwarts Express





hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 2322 THE SEVENOAKS SIGNALTHE SEVENOAKS SIGNAL

STEMagination Week 2021: Sevenoaks School takes annual STEM Week event online

From 1 to 5 March, Sevenoaks School hosted 
its annual STEM Week event under the new 
title, STEMagination Week. Taking the theme 
of creativity in science, the programme 
included online shows, insightful lectures 
and competitions for students and staff 
from Sevenoaks School and other local 
schools. Over 30 schools took part in virtual 
experiments and insightful talks.

The line-up of events included an interesting 3D 
printing session of the Bloodhound supersonic 
car, a slow drawing class designed to explore 
the power of observation, and a liquid nitrogen 
workshop, which left viewers amazed. 

Students also had the opportunity to watch and 
engage with award-winning shows from Science 
Made Simple, which broke down the science in 
sport, music, bubbles and engineering.

Organised by the department of Science and 
Technology, the event is part of Sevenoaks 
School’s ongoing Outreach programme, which 
broadens access to resources for local schools 
and teachers.

Guest speakers included: Dr Matthew Chalmers, 
editor of CERN Courier magazine, who led a 
workshop discussing the vital role of science 
communication; Professor Dame Janet Thornton, 
director emeritus at the European Bioinformatics 
Institute (EBI), who hosted a talk on the 
interesting world of proteins; Dr Laura Hepburn, 
oceanographer, who spoke about her research 
into hydrothermal vents in the deep oceans using 
robotic technology, and Dr Francisco Diego, UCL, 
who taught younger students to “Think Universe!”.

There was something for everyone with content 
tailored to audiences from Key Stage 1 up to 
Key Stage 5. The programme was created to 
showcase scientific innovation and inspire creative 
thinking in Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM). The virtual event links 
will remain on the Sevenoaks School website 
for schools to continue to access as an ongoing 
STEM resource.

Dr Ali Galloni, Head of Science and Technology at 
Sevenoaks School, comments: “This event gives 
us an opportunity to explore ideas across different 
subject areas which may offer new perspectives. 
It is so enjoyable to facilitate collaboration and 
discussion between the external speakers, our 
own school community and especially the wider 
schools’ network. We are delighted that so many 
have taken part in the event virtually this year.”

For more information on the Sevenoaks Outreach 
Programme, please visit:  
www.outreach.sevenoaksschool.org/events

Advertise Here!

01227 723223
hello@hofmedia.co.uk



hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 hello@hofmedia.co.uk | 01227 723223 2524 THE SEVENOAKS SIGNALTHE SEVENOAKS SIGNAL

XXXXX Local and National!!!!- with Sevenoaks U3A

According to Nick White, chairman of 
Sevenoaks u3a: “When you join Sevenoaks 
u3a, then for £13 per person per year you 
get access to more than 90 Special Interest 
Groups and Open Interest Meetings, but 
also access to the whole wealth of national 
resources at the Third Age Trust.  

Space willing, you even get the ability to apply to 
participate in the Groups run by other u3as in the 
area, sometimes for a small extra charge.  

Some Groups’ members share the cost of hall hire 
or of other facilities but for many there is no further 
charge. It’s incredible value for money!”

What is u3a?

u3a is a UK-wide collection of locally-run 
organisations that provide a wide range of 
opportunities to come together to learn for fun. 

There are 1,039 u3as in the UK with over 430,000 
members; membership is open to everyone who’s 
no longer in full-time work, usually retired, part-
retired or nearing retirement.

The aim of a u3a is to bring together people to 
develop their interests and continue their learning 
in a friendly and informal environment.

In Sevenoaks, despite the lockdown, more than 
50 of our Groups have maintained  their normal 
schedule with online meetings through the last 
12 months. 

From Arts & Crafts  to Wine Tasting and with Study 
Groups ranging through sciences, languages, 
photography and walking, Sevenoaks u3a 
members find something for everyone.  

At the national level there is the National learning 
programme with many initiatives, competitions 
and challenges – creative, history, maths, crafts 
and so much more including  Online Workshops, 
Tutorials, Zoom Tutorials, Events and Talks.  Keep 
in touch with the national newsletter and the new 
Radio u3a on YouTube!

Sevenoaks u3a has reciprocal arrangements with 
Knole u3a and members can now join 20 of their 
Interest Groups. 

Other u3as such as Westerham and Edenbridge 
permit our members to join their groups, if they 
have vacancies.

If you want to get involved but you are not yet a 
member – why not consider joining? You can find 
more on our website: www.sevenoaksu3a.org.uk         
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ENJOY YOUR OWN 
COUNTRY RETREAT

01892 308048
FOR ALL SALES ENQUIRIES*

Luxury lodges
from £169,995*

Open 365 days a year
Bespoke options available

SPILL
LAND
FARM
Country Park, Ashford

Benenden Road, Biddenden,
Ashford, Kent TN27 8BX

A BETTER FUTURE IN 
PARK HOME LIVING

0800 086 2436
FOR ALL SALES ENQUIRIES*

Park homes
from £199,995*

Full residential licence
Bespoke options available

FIVE
FURLONGS
Country Park, Paddock Wood

Queen Street, Paddock Wood,
Kent. TN12 6NX
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Ask us about:

Arrange a Single Will today 
for only
£150.00 inc VAT

Arrange Mirror Wills today
for only
£190.00 inc VAT

• Lasting Power of Attorney
• Protective Property Trusts
• Vulnerable Persons Trusts
• Young Persons Trusts

• Nil Rate Band Trusts
• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
• Probate
• Equity Release

 

Save 
£30  

Save 
£50

 

Open for
business for
home visits,
video links,
telephone 

calls

DON’T PUT IT OFF ANY LONGER

Golden Leaves
Expat Services

| Insurance Partnership

To arrange an appointment call: 01732 252540
01622 320079 • 01892 800198 • 01474 770157

www.humphreyandscace.co.uk
email us: info@humphreyandscace.co.uk

if you are a single person
You may want your estate to go to friends and charities as well as family.

if you are living as a couple
But officially not married, you may be treated as a single person and
surviving partner may get nothing at all.

if you are married
Don’t assume ‘my other half’ will get everything. Brothers, sisters or 
parents may have a claim. Often children have a right to part of your estate.

if you are a parent
You should consider who would look after your children in the event of
your death. This is particularly important in the case of ‘one parent families’
and unmarried parents living together.

A valid will nominating guardians is invaluable in such cases. If no one knows
what you wanted, the court will decide on the future of your children.

if you are retired
Possibly you made a will a long time ago. It probably needs updating
to include additional grandchildren.

However, Do Not Worry If You Have Not Made A Will
The State Will Decide For You
It won’t be what you want and it’s certain not to reflect your wishes

Protect thoSe You love

Make a Will
Call Humphrey & Scace Today on  01732 252540
01622 320079 • 01892 800198 • 01474 770157

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Why You Should

make a will

 

Open forbusiness forhome visits,video links,telephone calls
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How safe are your online interactions?

It’s easy to share our lives with the world today. 
It only takes a few clicks to share those special 
moments with family and friends. Social media 
has been a lifeline for many during the pandemic. 
But the Information we share may end up being 
available to a far wider group than our immediate 
social circle, and with hundreds of millions of users 
online, unfortunately some of these people may 
have sinister agendas.

By sharing information about our lives, we offer 
potential criminals the opportunity to gather useful 
information about us. Even information which 
seems harmless may be a useful to criminals 
looking to perpetrate a scam. 

Remember these five tips:

Friendships - When accepting friend requests be 
cautious. Do you know whether their profile is real, 
or could it be fake?

Manage your privacy settings – Only share 
information with people in your network. 

Be Social, Be Safe

Check the settings regularly in case there are 
any changes.

Never divulge personal information - Be suspicious 
of anyone who asks you for your information that 
may be used to identify you, such as a social 
security number.

Change your passwords frequently - Choose a 
combination of letters, numbers, and symbols. It’s 
best to use different passwords for each account.

Close old accounts - Don’t risk leaving personal 
data in an old account. Close accounts that you 
don’t use and delete as much personal information 
from them as possible.
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Tree Surgery
Consultancy
Hedge Trimming
Stump Removal
Fully Insured
Fully Qualified & Certified
Trees in Safe Hands

Telephone:
 

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
Local and Reliable. Es

01732   387212

tablished 1985

www.qualitytreecare.co.uk
keven@qualitytreecare.co.uk

/QualityTreeCareLtd

GarDEN VIEW     HOE HOE HOE!
Following on from last month’s list of essential 
garden tools for beginners I thought I’d explain 
about the humble hoe. 

When I first started gardening, I didn’t really understand 
how to use one. There are a couple of varieties of hoe 
and they are used in different ways, and they really are 
your friend at this time of year.

The hoe is actually one of the most ancient garden tools 
and came before the plough. It’s mentioned in Egyptian 
art, the Code of Hammurabi and in the Bible.

The reason spring is a great time to put your hoe to 
good use is because right now is when the annual 
weeds (the ones that self-seed freely and pop up all 
over the place every year) have started to germinate. 

The aim when hoeing, aim to sever the top growth from 
the roots, just below the soil surface, then leave it in the 
sun to dry out and die. Hoeing is best done when the 
soil is dry as this creates a ‘dust mulch’ which inhibits 
the germination of new weeds.

I prefer a hoe with a long handle because it’s better 
for preventing back pain.  I also have a short-handled 
hoe known as an ‘onion hoe’ for closely planted areas. 

A shorted handle gives more control, so you don’t 
damage your prized plants. 

It’s important to note that hoeing only kills the annual 
weeds, not the deep-rooted perennial weeds, those 
need to be dug up by hand.

There is also a tool called a Dutch hoe. This is used by 
sweeping it smoothly over the soil so that the surface 
is just ‘brushed’. If used correctly it slices the tops from 
the weeds. It’s actually simple to use but you do need 
to practice your technique. Slice the tops of weeds 
by bringing the hoe towards you, altering the angle to 
accommodate slopes. When you turn over a Dutch hoe 
you can use it to make a shallow trench called a seed 
drill to sow larger seeds, like peas into. Larger seeds 
are better because they need to be covered well.

Your hoes need to be kept sharp and well maintained 
for maximum effectiveness. I use a metal file to both 
clean and sharpen, but you can buy sharpening 
stones reasonably cheaply and they are easy to use.
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Septic & Cess Pool Emptying

Treatment Plant Emptying

Grease Trap Emptying

Pond Draining

Liquid Waste
Disposal

Spill & Flood Response

Sewer & Drain Jetting 

Local Tanker Fleet

Rail Strategy – West Kent In Need of Modernisation 

A new Kent Rail Strategy for the next decade 
and beyond has been officially adopted as 
Kent County Council’s rail policy, having been 
approved by Cabinet Members.

This ambitious plan is intended to influence the 
provision of train services in the county of Kent well 
into the next decade.

The new rail strategy has been through an extensive 
consultation process, which generated almost two 
hundred responses from members of the public, 
rail user and rail association groups, community 
rail partnerships, representatives from the rail 
industry, and every level of local government across 
the county.

It sets out the requirements that Kent County Council 
considers are needed to support improvements to 
rail services to meet the expected rise in passenger 
levels across the High Speed, Mainline and Metro 
networks by 2031. The key measures outlined in 
the strategy are:

• Enhanced passenger services across Kent

• The delivery of rail infrastructure enhancements

• An expanded fleet of new High Speed trains

• A replacement fleet for the Metro services

• Improved station facilities and 
passenger communications.

The new rail strategy states that the Metro fleet 
serving West Kent is in “urgent need of modern, 
higher capacity trains which offer real benefits for 
these frequent commuter services”.

It goes on to add that “The High Speed fleet 
serving North and East Kent is in immediate need 
of strengthening to meet the demand for these 
highly successful services.”

KCC Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, 
Michael Payne, said: “We want to ensure that Kent’s 
rail network will help deliver economic growth and 
continue to provide what our travelling public want 
and need.

“We do not pretend to know all the answers, but we 
do want to ensure that the voice of our residents 
is heard.

“The goals of this strategy mean that we are 
representing the needs of rail passengers across 
Kent. With a new South Eastern concession award 
expected in due course, as well as national rail 
policy on the cusp of further major change, we wish to 
make sure the voice of Kent residents is heard.

“It is also important to show our ambition for improved 
rail links from Kent with the rest of the south-east 
region, such as a through service linking Kent via 
Tonbridge with Gatwick Airport, as well as continuing 
to apply pressure for a better service between 
Maidstone and the City of London, at least initially to 
Blackfriars and eventually through to St Pancras and 
Cambridge.”

KCC Rail Project Manager, Stephen Gasche, 
said: “While recognising the dramatic decrease in 
passenger demand due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the County Council is planning for the future.

“We expect that by about 2025 demand will have 
returned to its pre-pandemic levels, and the proposals 
in our new rail strategy aim to ensure Kent’s rail 
network meets this challenge.

“Even allowing for a likely change in the number of 
passengers working five days a week in London, we 
need to plan now for future passenger growth which 
will in any event arise from the proposed increases in 
housing and population across the county between 
now and 2031.”
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SIGNAL SNACK    Spanish baked eggs

Preparation time: 15 minutes      Cooking time: 25 minutes      SERVES: 2

INGREDIENTS
2 tbsp olive oil
1 onion, finely sliced
120g Chorizo, sliced
1 yellow pepper, finely sliced
1 orange or red pepper, finely sliced
2 cloves garlic, crushed
½ tsp sweet smoked paprika
400g can chopped tomatoes
1 tbsp capers (optional)
2 large eggs (4 if you’re really hungry!)
2 tbsp fresh chopped flat-leaf parsley
2 thick slices of bread

METHOD
Preheat the oven to 200°C, gas mark 6. Use a frying 
pan with an ovenproof handle. Heat the olive oil, then 
add the onion and chopped chorizo. Soften for 5 
minutes. Add the peppers and cook for a further 2-3 
minutes until they soften too. Stir in the crushed garlic 
and sweet smoked paprika, cook for another 1 minute. 
Pour in the tomatoes and add the capers, lower the 
heat and simmer for 10 minutes, until the tomatoes 
reduce and thicken a little.
Make two or four wells in the thick sauce and gently 
crack an egg into each.
Place the pan into the preheated oven for 10 minutes, 
or until the whites are set but the yolks are still runny. 
Towards the end of the cooking time, toast the bread.
Removes the eggs from the oven, scatter with the 
parsley and serve with the toasted bread, drizzled with 
a little olive oil.
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WILLIAMSWILLIAMS
FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING

GUTTERING PROBLEMS?
New guttering supplied and fitted or repaired.

Damaged fascia boards repaired or replaced with UPVC.
Includes no quibble 10 year guarantee.
Annual clean out and checks available.

UPVC, fascia, soffit and guttering system installed.
Complete roof overhauls and repairs carried out as necessary.

We are a locally based company
and have been trading for over
30 years. All our work is carried
out using only top quality
materials, skilled tradesman
and leaving no mess.

Tel: 0208 313 3587  •  01689 854007  •  Mobile: 07930 198254

   williamsguttering.co.uk   williamsguttering.co.uk


